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United Nations A/RES/42/187
7R
¥ ‘#, General Assembly
N 4
NS 96th plenary meeting

11 December 1987

42/ 187. Report of the World Conmm ssion on Environnment and
Devel opnent

The General Assenbly,

Concerned about the accelerating deterioration of the human environment
and natural resources and the consequences of that deterioration for economnc
and soci al devel opment,

Bel i eving that sustainabl e devel opnent, which inplies nmeeting the needs
of the present w thout conmprom sing the ability of future generations to neet
their own needs, should become a central guiding principle of the United
Nat i ons, Governnents and private institutions, organizations and enterprises,

Recogni zing, in view of the gl obal character of mmjor environnenta
probl ems, the comon interest of all countries to pursue policies ainmed at
sust ai nabl e and environnmental |y sound devel opnent,

Convi nced of the inportance of a reorientation of national and
i nternational policies towards sustainable devel opment patterns,

Recalling that, in its resolution 38/ 161 of 19 Decenber 1983 on the
process of preparation of the Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000 and
Beyond to be prepared by the Governing Council of the United Nations
Envi ronment Programme, it wel coned the establishment of a special conm ssion
which [ ater assumed the name World Comm ssion on Environnent and Devel opment,

to make avail able a report on environnent and the gl obal problematique to the
year 2000 and beyond, including proposed strategies for sustainable
devel opnent,

Recogni zi ng the valuable role played in the preparation of the report of
the Worl d Conmi ssion by the Intergovernnental Inter-sessional Preparatory
Committee of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environnent
Programme, as envi saged by the General Assenbly in its resolution 38/161,

Recalling that in resolution 38/161 it decided that, on matters within
t he purview of the United Nations Environment Programme, the report of the
Conmi ssion should in the first instance be considered by the Governing Counci
of the Programme, for transmission to the General Assenbly together with the
comments of the Council and for use as basic material in the preparation, for
adoption by the Assenbly, of the Environmental Perspective, and that on those
matters which were under consideration or review by the Assenbly itself, it
woul d consi der the rel evant aspects of the report of the Comm ssion

Taki ng note of Governing Council decision 14/14 of 19 June |987
transmtting the report of the Comm ssion to the General Assenbly,

Noting that the Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond
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has taken account of the main reconmrendations in the Conm ssion's report,

Recogni zing the instrunmental role of the Comm ssion in revitalizing and
reorienting discussions and deliberations on environnent and devel opnent and
i n enhanci ng the understandi ng of the causes of present environnental and
devel opnent problenms, as well as in denonstrating the ways in which they
transcend institutional frontiers and in opening new perspectives on the
interrel ati onship between environment and devel opnment as a guide to the future,

Enphasi zi ng the need for a new approach to econom c growth, as an
essential prerequisite for eradication of poverty and for enhancing the
resource base on which present and future generati ons depend,

1. Wel conmes the report of the World Comm ssion on Environnent and
Devel opnent entitled "Qur Conmon Future”

2. Notes with appreciation the inportant contribution made by the
Commi ssion to raising the consciousness of decision-mkers in Governnents,
i ntergovernmental and non-governmental international organizations, industry
and other fields of economic activity, as well as of the general public, in
regard to the inperative need for making the transition towards sustainable
devel opnent, and calls upon all concerned to nake full use in this regard of
the report of the Conm ssion

3. Agrees with the Commi ssion that while seeking to remedy existing
environnental problens, it is inperative to influence the sources of those
probl ems in human activity, and economc activity in particular, and thus to
provi de for sustainabl e devel opment;

4, Agrees further that an equitable sharing of the environnental costs
and benefits of econom c devel opnent between and within countries and between
present and future generations is a key to achieving sustai nabl e devel opnent;

5. Concurs with the Comm ssion that the critical objectives for
envi ronnent and devel opnent policies which follow fromthe need for
sust ai nabl e devel opnent nust include preserving peace, reviving growh and
changing its quality, renedying the problems of poverty and satisfying human
needs, addressing the problens of popul ation growh and of conserving and
enhanci ng the resource base, reorienting technol ogy and managi ng ri sk, and
mer gi ng envi ronnent and economni cs in deci sion-making;

6. Decides to transmit the report of the Conmi ssion to all Governments
and to the governing bodies of the organs, organizations and programes of the
United Nations system and invites themto take account of the analysis and
recomendati ons contained in the report of the Commi ssion in determning their
policies and progranmes;

7. Calls upon all Governments to ask their central and sectora
econoni ¢ agencies to ensure that their policies, progranmes and budgets
encour age sust ai nabl e devel opment and to strengthen the role of their
envi ronnental and natural resource agencies in advising and assisting central
and sectoral agencies in that task;

8. Cal I s upon the governing bodies of the organs, organizations and
programes of the United Nations systemto review their policies, programres,
budgets and activities ainmed at contributing to sustainabl e devel opnent;

9. Cal l's upon the governing bodies of other relevant nultilatera
devel opnent assi stance and financial institutions to commt their institutions
nore fully to pursuing sustainabl e devel opment in establishing their policies
and programres in accordance with the national devel opment plans, priorities
and objectives established by the recipient Governnments thensel ves;

10. Requests the Secretary-General, through the appropriate existing
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mechani sims, including the Adm nistrative Cormittee on Co-ordination, to review
and co-ordinate on a regular basis the efforts of all the organs,

organi zati ons and bodi es of the United Nations systemto pursue sustainable
devel opnent, and to report thereon to the General Assenbly through the
Governi ng Council of the United Nations Environment Programme and the Econonic
and Soci al Council;

11. Stresses the essential role of the United Nations Environment
Programme, within its mandate, in catalyzing the sustainable devel opnent
efforts of the United Nations system while fully taking into account the
co-ordinating responsibilities of the Econom c and Social Council, and agrees
with the Comm ssion that that role
shoul d be strengthened and that the resources of the Environnment Fund shoul d
be substantially enlarged, with greater participation

12. Considers that the Governing Council of the United Nations
Envi ronment Programme, within its nandate and with participation, when
appropriate, at the mnisterial |evel, should exam ne on a periodic basis the
long-termstrategies for realizing sustai nabl e devel opment, and shoul d include
the results of its exam nations in its reports to be subnmitted to the Genera
Assenbly through the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council

13. Agrees that the catalytic and co-ordinating role of the United
Nati ons Environnent Progranme in the United Nations system shoul d be
reinforced in its future work on environnental and natural resource issues;

14. Reaffirms the need for additional financial resources from donor
countries and organi zati ons to assi st devel oping countries in identifying,
anal ysing, nonitoring, preventing and managi ng environmental problens in
accordance with their national devel opnent plans, priorities and objectives;

15. Reaffirms the need for devel oped countries and appropriate organs
and organi zations of the United Nations systemto strengthen technica
co-operation with the devel oping countries to enable themto devel op and
enhance their capacity for identifying, analysing, nonitoring, preventing and
managi ng envi ronmental problems in accordance with their national devel opnent
plans, priorities and objectives;

16. Invites Governnents, in co-operation with the regional comr ssions
and the United Nations Environnent Programre and, as appropriate,
i nt ergover nnental organi zations, to support and engage in follow up
activities, such as conferences, at the national, regional, and gl obal |evels;

17. Calls upon CGovernnments to involve non-governnental organizations,
i ndustry and the scientific community nore fully in national and internationa
activities to support efforts towards sustainabl e devel opnent;

18. Invites the governing bodies of the organs, organizations and
programmes of the United Nations systemto report, as appropriate, through the
Econom ¢ and Social Council, to the General Assenmbly, not later than at its

forty-fourth session, on progress made in their organizations towards
sust ai nabl e devel opnent, and to make such reports available to the Governing
Council of the United Nations Environment Programme at its next regul ar

sessi on;

19. Also invites the Governing Council of the United Nations Environnment
Programme to provide conments on matters concerning progress on sustainable
devel opnent that fall within its nandate, on the above-nentioned reports and
on ot her devel opnents, for subm ssion to the Econom ¢ and Social Council at
its second regul ar session of 1989 and to the General Assenmbly at its
forty-fourth session;

20. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assenbly at
its forty-third session, through the Econom c¢ and Soci al Council, a progress
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report on
the inmplementation of the present resolution and to the Assenbly at its

forty-fourth session a consolidated report on the sane subject;

21. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-third
session a sub-itementitled "A long-term strategy for sustainable and
environnental |y sound devel opnent” under the agenda itementitled "Devel opnent
and international econom c co-operation”.
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